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A  company, pursuing a breakthrough 
technology in making biofuels and biochemicals, 
is turning to spacesuit and inflatable materials 
maker ILC Dover.

“Proterro has reached its Q1 sugar-production 
pilot milestones,” CEO Kef Kasdin reported in 
a release. “While sugar production has begun at 
low levels, it has been controllable, meaning that 
we can increase sugar productivity as predicted. 
We also consistently saw no contamination effect 
on productivity” 

Using a  photobioreactor, the company believes 
that the process can be scaled upward for higher 
production. 

The company is developing a next-generation 

photobioreactor being  with  ILC Dover  Kasdin 
said. an updated iteration of the photobioreactor is 
due for installation later this quarter. 

“Because the photobioreactor is a major 
component of our process, finding the right 
company to help create one that would have all the 
qualities necessary for a successful – and affordable 

ILC Dover technology employed
in biofuel breakthrough effort
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An  Inspiring Women in 
STEM program is scheduled 
for May 8 at the Embassy Suites 
from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Judy Giordan will share 
some of her tips as a woman 
in STEM on how to stand 
up and proudly declare your 
achievements.

Giordan is partner in ecosVC and  co-founder of 
the Chemical Angel Network

The Inspiring Women in STEM conferences and 
forums are designed to encourage and support 
women involved in all aspects of science and 
technology in their professional lives, including 
industrial and government scientists and engineers, 
academic researchers, STEM educators, college 
students, and entrepreneurs. Jobs using science 
and math skills  often come with higher pay than 
positions in other fields.

At the inaugural conference in October 2013, 
hosted by Agilent Technologies in Wilmington, 
more than 250 attendees from 70 organizations were 

treated to inspirational women speakers, breakout 
sessions, and  networking. 

The highlight of the event was a  discussion with 
DuPont CEO Ellen Kullman and W.L. Gore CEO 
Terri Kelly. The conference participants also explored 
opportunities to serve as volunteers and mentors at 
non-profit organizations offering STEM education 
programs for girls. 

Conference organizers are currently developing 
this year’s professional development and networking 
events to continue the conversation and engagement 
with women from the region’s biotechnology, 
pharmaceutical, chemistry, medical device and IT 
industries, as well as STEM educators and university 
researchers. 

Inspiring Women in STEM Forums on   July 18th, 
and a full-day Conference in October will again 
feature motivational speakers, panel discussions, and 
break-out sessions focused on developing women’s 
leadership skills, breaking down communication 
barriers, embracing their full potential as innovators, 
and other topics key to career and personal 
development, according to a release. Click here to 
register.

Inspiring Women in STEM program to focus
on proudly declaring one’s accomplishments

Giordan

Wilmington Renaissance Corporation (WRC) 
announced that  Jamie L. Bennett, executive 
director of ArtPlace America based in New York 
City, as its keynote speaker at WRC’s Annual 
Meeting: Creating Place – Live, Work, Play & 
Learn, being held on Tuesday, May 6 from 7:30 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at World Cafe Live at The 
Queen, 500 N. Market Street, Wilmington.

“We are thrilled to have Jamie Bennett as our 
keynote speaker,” said Carrie W. Gray, WRC 
managing director. “His dynamic presentation 
will inform and energize our community about 
creative place-making in Wilmington and beyond. 
We’re also honored to have both Governor 
Markell and Mayor Williams speaking about 
exciting developments throughout the state and 
city.”

Bennett is the executive director of ArtPlace 
America, a collaboration among 14 foundations, 
eight federal agencies, and six financial 
institutions.

Art and Wilmington
topic at  Renaissance

Corporation meeting
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Over the past three years, 
ArtPlace has invested $42.1 
million in 134 projects in which 
artists and arts organizations a 
role in strategies to help shape 
their communities’ social, 
physical and economic futures, 
according to a release from 
Wilmington Renaissance.

Until December 2013, Jamie was Chief of Staff and 
Director of Public Affairs at the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Previously, he was Chief of Staff at the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs during 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg’s administration. 

Jamie has also provided strategic counsel at the 
Agnes Gund Foundation, served as chief of staff to 
the President of Columbia University, and worked 
in fund raising at The Museum of Modern Art, the 
New York Philharmonic and Columbia College. 
His nonprofit affiliations have included the Board 
of Directors of Art21 and HERE Arts Center, 
the Foot-in-the-Door Committee of the Merce 

Cunningham Dance Foundation, and Studio in a 
School’s Associates Committee. Jamie received his 
B.A. from Columbia College in New York City. The 
8th Annual Meeting will update attendees on the 
continuing development in Downtown Wilmington, 
focusing on WRC’s core strategic areas of Education, 
Infrastructure, Quality of Life and Culture while 
providing an update on the Creative District and the 
Big Ideas strategies.

Tickets are $50 per person and includes breakfast 
and complimentary parking at the Court House 
Parking Garage. Guests can enter from Walnut Street 
or King Street and ask for a voucher at the check-in 
table. For tickets call 302.425.5500, or by online by  
clicking here. 

This event is sponsored in part by: DuPont, 
Delmarva Power, M&T Bank, City of Wilmington, 
Delaware River and Bay Authority/Wilmington 
Airport (ILG), Highmark Delaware, Newmark Grubb 
Knight Frank, The Commonwealth Group, ab+c 
Creative Intelligence, Colonial Parking, Wheeler 
Wolfenden & Dwares, Out & About Magazine, and 
World Cafe Live at The Queen.  

Update on development in downtown
on agenda of WRC Annual Meeting
From previous page 

Bennett

Ignite Newark
returns May 7

 Learn about prosthetics, opera, a new 
radio station, motorcycles and marketing in 
little more than an hour at Ignite Newark 
IV, a  rapid-fire sequence of slide shows 
and presentations at 5:30 p.m. May 7, at 
the Delaware Biotechnology Institute, 15 
Innovation Way, Newark, in the Delaware 
Technology Park.

Ignite Newark is a networking night 
held several times a year to spotlight the 
innovative and creative nature of Newark 
entities and people, a release stated. The 
night consists of food, drink and a series of 
five-minute PowerPoint presentations. The 
slides are automated to change every 15 
seconds, creating a  fast-moving topics and 
information. Presenters bring interesting, 
innovative and  entertaining ideas to the 
audience, the release stated. 

The 10 presenters on the program 
include John Horne, founder of 
Independence Prosthetics-Orthotics, who 
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